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¡Traducción
Disponible!

¿Quisiera usted una copia de
estos artículos en español?
¡Por favor póngase en contac-
to con Suzy Orth en 216-9697
para solicitar el que!

Хотели бы Вы копию этих
статей на испанском языке?
Пожалуйста свяжитесь с
Сьюзи Ортом в216-9697,
чтобы просить тот!

Доступный
Перевод!

www.adamsptsa.org
www.watstatepta.org

www.pta.org

Adams Elementary:  228-4000

Attendance line:  228-4010

Website:www.cvsd.org/adams

Cookies, Cocoa,
and Characters
Will be on Tuesday
January 25th 6:00-
7:30 pm in the
Adam’s Gym
Come cozy up with some friends and
your favorite books
Gussy yourselves up in your favorite
Western wear and enjoy our special
guests, Moki Tim authors Karen Cooper
and Corinne Isaak!

Domino’s
Pizza
Night

Thursday, January 13th
From open ‘til close, all you have to do is
present your Adams coupon (watch your Friday folders) to the
cashier or delivery drive and Adams Elementary benefits!  20%
of all sales will come back to our school!
Congratulations to Mrs. Collins’ 4th grade class!  They had the
highest amount of orders in December and won a pizza party!
Thank you to everyone for supporting these pizza nights!  It’s a
delicious way to show your school spirit!
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Upcoming PTSA Meetings...

Let’s Get Together…

Jan. 18th6:30pm CV PTA Council Meeting at
Greenacres Elementary
Jan. 20th6:30pm PTSA General Membership
Meeting in the Eagle’s Nest
Feb. 15th6:30pm CV PTA Council Meeting at Pro-
gress Elementary
Feb 16th9:30am PTSA
Board of Directors Meeting
in the Eagle’s Nest

2010-2011 PTSA Calendar of Events
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Tuesday, Jan 13thOpen-Close Domino’s Pizza Night Domino’s Pizza

Monday, Jan 17th NO SCHOOL-MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. HOLIDAY

Tuesday, Jan 18th6:30pm CV PTA/PTSA Council MeetingGreenacres Elementary

Thursday, Jan 20th6:30 pm Adams PTSA General Membership MeetingEagle’s Nest

Tuesday, Jan 25th6:00-7:30pm Cookies Cocoa & Character Family Reading NightGymnasium

Friday, Feb 4th7:00-9:00 pmNifty 50sFather/Daughter Sweetheart’s DanceCV High School

Tuesday, Feb 15th6:00-7:30 pmCV PTA/PTSA Council meetingProgress Elementary

Wednesday, Feb 16th9:30-10:30 Adams PTSA Board OF Director’s MeetingEagle’s Nest

Thursday, Feb 17thOpen-Close Domino’s Pizza Night Dominoes Pizza

Friday, Feb 18th NO SCHOOL-PRESIDNT’S DAY

Monday, Feb 21st NO SCHOOL-SNAOW MAKE UP DAY

Monday, Feb 21stALL DAY Washington State PTA Focus DayOlympia, WA

Thursday, Feb 24th5:30-7:00pm Science Fair/Spaghetti DinnerGymnasium

Friday, Mar. 11.2:15 p;m Pennies for PatientsKickoff AssemblyGymnasium

Monday, Mar 14-18th ALL DAY Pennies for PatientsCollection Drive

Why Should I Go?

When you attend the meetings not only are
you getting the latest information for your school
and the district, but you are also participating in
your child’s education.  PTA has been a part of
many changes in all schools, but also in legislation
at the state level and national levels.  Did you
know car seat safety has been due in part of the
PTA influence?  Many bonds and levies have been
pushed through because of the hard work of PTA
volunteers!
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W elcome to 2011. Many blessings
to each of you and your families

in the New Year!

We are looking forward to a continued part-
nership with you in support of our students.
Please stay connected with your child’s/
children’s teacher. Our parent/school rela-
tionship is critical to the success of our stu-

dents. Even though some conversations are difficult, it is impor-
tant to work together. Our students are worth it!

Winter Weather info!There is a hotline to call if you miss the
news closure reports and need to find out about closures and bus
route situations. It is228-5572

Attendance Line 228-4010:
Please remember to always call and record your child’s/children’s
absences on our attendance line by stating their first & last name,
teacher & grade, and reason for absence. This will help our office
secretaries during the busy morning hours.

Continue to collect Box Tops and Pop Tops to support our

efforts!A new update of our CVSD Elementary School’s competi-
tion is on the way from the second collection!Keep them coming
in!
Student pick-up and drop off:
You will see some reminder signs outside our school requesting
you follow our drop-off and pick-up procedures. Please follow our
expectations so that we avoid any and all accidents. Our valet
service is where you should be picking up your students, not in
the bus area or our handicap parking lot.

If you have any questions about these procedures I invite you to
contact me by calling 228-4000.
Jeff Dufresne
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From your PTSA Presidents...

Dear Adams Community…Our Principal’s Message

School! Dads, Grandpas, Uncles, and
male role models….bring your little
sweetheart and celebrate the “Nifty 50s”!
Watch for pre-sale notices to come
home.
2011 Science Fair and Spaghetti Din-
ner: Thursday, February 24thfrom 5:30-
7:00 pm will be our annual Science-
palooza! Your PTSA will be offering a
family dinner of spaghetti, garlic toast,
salad, and dessert for a great price!
Don’t forget…if you are a PTSA member
you can receive a discount on your meal
–DON’T FORGET YOUR PTSA MEM-
BERSHIP CARD

These are just a few things that we have
in the hopper….We encourage you to visit
our website athttp://www.adamsptsa.org
to get a more detailed listing of events
and activities that are promoted and pro-
vided by your PTSA. Don’t forget that PTA
is so much more than school activities; it’s
about advocacy, first and foremost. Find
out what is happening in terms of educa-
tion and budget cutbacks affecting your
children by visiting the Washington State
PTA website at

http://www.wastatepta.org. Your member-
ship is YOUR voice in matters concerning
children; don’t be afraid to speak up!

Have a wonderful year, and please don’t
hesitate to contact your PTSA if you have
any questions regarding activities, pro-
grams, or advocacy! We are here to serve
our children, our staff, and our families!
Our email isadamsptsa@live.com.

Suzy Orth & Kelli Henry
Co-Presidents

Welcome to the wonderful white winter
we are having! Every time I look

outside my window I swear the flakes are
falling again! As I sit here writing this article I
can see we are receiving another fresh cov-
ering. It makes for some challenging driving,
but it does cover our land beautifully!

January is upon us, and your Adams Ele-
mentary PTSA wants to wish each and every
one of you a blessed 2011! We are already
hard at work behind the scenes, preparing
for upcoming activities:
We have another Domino’s Pizza Night on
Thursday, January 13.
Don’t forget that our 2ndgeneral PTSA
meeting of the year will be on Thursday,
January 20that 6:30 pm. Please plan on
attending. We definitely would love to see
you there!
On January 25th, from 6:00-7:30 pm we
have our annualCookies, Cocoa & Charac-
tersfamily reading night.
2011 Father-Daughter Sweetheart’s
Dance: Friday, February 4this the date of
this annual event. LOCATION
CHANGE….This year it will be at CV High
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Save the Date...

Focus Day in Olympia
February 21, 2011  (President’s Day)

We need you again this year to help shape 2011 legislative priorities in
what will again be a very difficult economic climate.  Bring your kids!

Join us for Focus Day as we rally on the Capitol steps and meet with legislators and staff, leave notes, re-
ceive updatesfrom policy-makers on key issues and network with other PTA advocates. PTA volunteer ad-

vocates can make a differencewhen they come to the Capitol in large numbers.

Look for additional information on the Washington State PTA website:  www.wastatepta.org,
or contact your local PTA Presidents, Kelli Henry or Suzy Orth at adamsptsa@live.com
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Will Your Kindergartener Drop Out of High School?                                    NationalPTA Magazine

The National Center for School Engagement (NCSE) is committed to supporting schools, parents, and students by providing goodresearch-based
information and promising practices to improve learning and graduation rates. NCSE identifies the interaction of three “A s”asthe conditions for
learning that define school engagement:

Attendance and participation in class by students

Attachment to school by students, staff, and parents who feel part of a caring community

Achievement of success in school and a clear path to high school completion
The first A—attendance—is the major focus of this article because it is the place to begin building the foundation that leads tograduation from high
school. Attachment is the least costly, but most difficult to accomplish because it requires students, parents, and educatorsworking together to
create a climate and a web of relationships that are welcoming, caring, and inclusive. The final A of achievement receives the most attention from
schools, but for many students, it does not seem attainable because they start with too few skills, do not attend class regularly, and do not feel
attached to their schools.
The elementary years typically get the least attention in discussions of high school graduation. The    evidence is compelling that the first transition
into school and the kindergarten year can set the tone for attendance and achievement that signals student readiness to transition to middle
school. The following is a brief summary of some critical information about the elementary school years and the foundation thatit provides for high
school completion.
Attendance is all-important
High schools get the blame for dropouts and poor graduation rates because that is when students drop out. However, we now have overwhelming
evidence that we can see these students coming as early as kindergarten. It is common sense to observe that if children are notin school, then
they are not learning.   Each day, teachers add new material, and each week lays the curriculum foundation for the next weekthrough to the end of
the school year. Some frequently absent students are able to catch up; others fall behind and become low performers. This isparticularly true of
low-income students at the   elementary level. Recent research points to the problem of early excessive absence, defined as missing 10 percent or
more school days per year. According to Chang and Romera in their 2008 reportPresent, Engaged, and Accounted For:  The Critical Important of
Addressing Chronic Absence in Early Gradeswww.attendance counts.org/research):
Chronic early absence affects substantial numbers of children nationwide … An estimated 1 in 10 kindergarten and 1st-grade students are chroni-
cally absent nationally… Among poor children, chronic absence in kindergarten predicts the lowest levels of educational achievement at the end of
5th grade.  This problem is masked because many schools report good average attendance rates and do not  generate a list of individual chronic-
early-absence students. Such a list for K–1 students would help educators intervene early to help ensure that these students enter middle school
on track for graduation. Further, we can intervene to stop these dropouts by thinking about keeping students on track for graduation during their
elementary school years. The predictors of high school graduation Oh and Reynolds identified in their 2007 report PredictorsofEducational Attain-
ment in the Chicago Longitudinal Study (http://tinyurl.com/29fxrwg) are as follows:

Absence

Grade retention (making students repeat a grade)

Student’s educational expectations

School mobility

Maternal education attainment level
The first three predictors are easier for schools and parents to address immediately. We need to stop  grade retention and raiseexpectations for all
students. We especially need to reduce absences. The reason absence is such a powerful predictor was stated in the findings of the study:

Each additional school day absent from school in the elementary grades was associated with a 7 percent lower odds or prob-
ability of completing high school. For example, an increase from 5 to 10 absences per year reduces the odds of school comple-
tion by 35 percent.

Parents need to be brought in as partners to understand and support good attendance during elementary school. Parents need tounderstand how
attendance will affect high school graduation and that they share the school’s expectation that every student will graduate fromhigh school.  Pair-
ing attendance and expectations addresses two of the five major predictors of high school completion.



Ten ways to Boost Student Attendance
1. School staff and PTA leaders should make students and parents/guardians feel welcome. Make it a point to say “hello” to everyparent/guardian
or student you see in the halls and outside the school—make it your business to know their names.
2. Parents and educators must create an environment that enables students to feel successful in school. Promote  PTA monthlyawards and recog-
nitions for academics, school climate, and school attendance for classes and individuals.
3. When a student is absent, school personnel should immedi-ately talk directly to the parent/guardian in a caring, nonthreat-ening way. Make a
personal phone call in the evening, or call parents or guardians at work. “Robo” calls do not work.
4. When a student is absent, educators should talk with them immediately about why they were gone. Let them know you are aware of their ab-
sence and that you care and will help them catch up with their work.
5. Educators should chart attendance every day and post the numbers in classrooms and a public area in the school. Challengestudents, parents,
and teachers to improve the numbers every day.
6. PTAs can sponsor an attendance poster contest. Invite stu-dents to design messages about  the importance  of being at schoolevery day.
7. School and PTA leaders can make local law enforcement allies in showing the community, families, and students that schoolisthe place to be.
Empower community police officers to stop and talk to youth on the street during school hours and return youth to school if ordinances permit.
8. Empower and expect classroom teachers to take action when students are absent frequently. Teachers can make calls to absent youth or fami-
lies after school hours. As a language arts assign-ment, teachers can have students write to absent students to say the class misses the student.
9. Develop a “walking school bus” for neighborhood walk-in schools. School and PTA leaders can organize parent and com-munity volunteers to
pick children up at their homes and walk them to school every day.
10. PTA leaders and educators can sponsor “improve our school” nights. Invite input from small focus groups of parents and students on how to
improve attendance, attachment, and achieve-ment for all students. Consider having older students conduct the focus groups andto be recorders.
Include phone-in or online par-ticipation for parents and students who cannot make it to school.

Manage School Engagement District-Wide
In our K–12 conception of school engagement, we recommend using a feeder system by having school leaders and PTA leaders do vertical plan-
ning for grade-to-grade and school–to-school. These plans should follow good child development principles along with progress through the cur-
riculum and instructional changes that occur at these transitions. Creating watch lists of any students that may be struggling can alert the next
teacher or next school to create individual learning plans for these children to build a track to high school completion. Ina typical school feeder
pattern, there are four major transitions that students go through:
1. From home or preschool to kindergarten
2. From elementary to middle school
3. From middle school to high school
4. From high school to career or college

The K–12 feeder system needs to manage these transitions with great care and attention to both the academic and social-emotion-al needs of
students. We “lose” many students in these transitions because students fail to adjust to the less personal and more regi-mented learning environ-
ments inherent in larger schools and larger numbers of classes. In the final transition to college or career, we need to giveour graduates a plan to
seek out supports they might need to be successful.
In addition, schools in the feeder system need to plan together continuously  to  assure mastery in  learning  curriculum  and instruction. Many stu-
dents arrive at middle school or high school not having mastered basic material necessary for the next phase of the curriculum.Because we know
that grade retention and social promotion don’t work, mastery of the material must always be the goal. Often, this requires extended learning op-
portunities, some involving parents, for students to catch up and keep up.

Conclusion
Any school district that wants to improve graduation rates needs to involve parents, students, and educators in a cooperativeeffort. The common
expression of “on track for graduation” needs to be the mantra  for K–12—high school is too late to attack this problem. By starting early and work-
ing together, we can improve high school graduation rates dramatically.           OC

Ken Seeley, EdD, is president of The National Center for School Engagement
(www.schoolengagement.org), Denver, Colorado.
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Will Your Kindergartener Drop Out of High School? Cont.                                   NationalPTA Magazine
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What is PTA? Why join PTA? The number one reason to join theParent Teacher Associationis to bene-
fit your child. In doing so, you also help your school. But there are many more PTA advantages:

Get Connected.There’s no better way to know what’s happening in your school.

Discover Great Resources.The PTA offers a variety of programs designed for parents as well as students.

Tap into a Network.PTA functions are opportunities to meet other parents and teachers, building rapport
and discussing issues that are on your mind. You can share ideas, concerns, and experiences.

Watch Yourself Grow.By volunteering with your PTA, you put your skills and hobbies to use for anoble
cause—your child and all children in the community.

Speak Up.PTA can be a way for you to more effectively suggest change at your child’s school.

Witness Improvement.By getting involved at your child’s school you’ll be part of the solution, helping make
positive changes. Local PTAs play an important role in fundraising to provide building improvements, cur-
riculum-based programs, and social events.

Be a Role Model.By becoming a PTA member, you’ll be demonstrating to your child the importance you
place on education.

Enjoy Substantial Benefits.Individuals and local units can take advantage of a host of benefits from PTA
membership including discounts and offers frommember benefits providersand sponsors, magazine sub-
scriptions, leadership training, e-newsletters and much more….you can even receive discounts within your
own school for services and events.

For less than 3 cents a day, you can become a PTA member, joining more than 5 million other people who
share your interest in issues affecting children. Everyone—parents, educators, students and other citizens
active in their schools and communities—is invited to join our not-for-profit parent association.

Why Join PTA?

Your Membership Chair is Kelli Henry—

please contact her at  m_k_henry@comcast.net if you have any questions!
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Central Valley Construction Bond InitiativeCourtesy of Central Valley School District

District Seeks Voter Approval of Construction Bond
Central Valley School District voters will be asked to consider approval of a $69.6 million construction bond proposal on
February 8, 2011. The bond is the first in a series of five construction bond packages outlined in the district’s new 25-
year Capital Facilities Plan. The plan provides a road map of school modernizations and expansions. It was developed
by the community-based Capital Facilities Planning Committee over a 15 month period with significant public input.

Construction Bond #1 will modernize and expandEvergreen Middle School,OpportunityandChester Elementary,
modernizeGreenacresandPonderosa Elementaryand build anew elementary schoolatMission and Long. This
new school will ease crowding in the east end of the district andenable Kindergarten Center students to return to their
neighborhood schools (Greenacres or Liberty Lake). The bond proposal also features improvements to all schools in-
cluding a district-wide parent emergency notification system and installation of access-control and security camera sys-
tems.

The total estimated project cost of $102.4 million is offset by state assistance of $32.8 million. The resulting net cost to
Central Valley taxpayers of $69.6 million is estimated to increase the tax rate by 65¢ per $1,000 of assessed property
valuation in 2012. This means an estimated annual increase of $65 per year (or $5.42 per month) for property with an
assessed valuation of $100,000. At least 60 percent of voters must approve the ballot measure for the construction bond
to pass. Visitwww.cvsd.orgto learn more!

CV Construction Bond Improves Student Safety in All Schools
Students in all 22 Central Valley schools will benefit from voter approval of the $69.6 million Construction Bond on Feb-
ruary 8, 2011. The bond includes capital projects which will improve student safety and security in every school:

 Parent Emergency Notification System–the installation of a district-wide system to be used to immediately
notify parents in a specific school, several schools or all schools about emergencies such as lockdowns and school
closures. Phone calls, emails and even text messages would be sent simultaneously to parents, providing timely
information in emergency situations.
 Access-control and Camera Systems–the installation of a district-wide system of security cameras and key-
pad access to school buildings, monitored from a centralized location.

The Construction Bond also includes six major projects: modernize and expand Evergreen Middle School, Opportunity
and Chester Elementary, modernize Greenacres and Ponderosa Elementary and build a new elementary school at Mis-
sion and Long. This new school will ease crowding in the east end of the district and enable Kindergarten Center stu-
dents to return to their neighborhood schools (Greenacres or Liberty Lake).

The total estimated cost of $102.4 million for all projects included in the Construction Bond is offset by state assistance
of $32.8 million. The resulting net cost to Central Valley taxpayers of $69.6 million is estimated to increase the tax rate
by 65¢ per $1,000 of assessed property valuation in 2012. This means an estimated annual increase of $65 per year (or
$5.42 per month) for property with an assessed valuation of $100,000. Visitwww.cvsd.orgto learn more!

Take a Video Tour of Schools on Construction Bond
Visit six Central Valley schools without leaving the comfort of your home! Parents, staff and
community members are encouraged to“Take a Visual Tour”of each building on the con-
struction bond.Short videosnarrated by each building’s principal are posted online at
www.cvsd.org. A Bond Overview video narrated by Superintendent Ben Small is also
posted on the website. And, all the videos have been compiled onto a single DVD. Copies
of the DVD are available through CV schools. Watch for the school videos onYou Tube,
too! For more information, call 228-5405.



PTSA EAGLE CLAUSEVOLUME 6 NUMBER 3 Page9

Be an Informed Voter: Learn about CV Construction Bond
Superintendent Ben Small will provide an overview of the district’s $69.6 million Construction Bond during a series of
upcoming community information events. Central Valley voters will consider the ballot measure on February 8, 2011.

Construction Bond Information Nights:Parents, staff and community members are encouraged to attend one of the
following presentations:

 Wednesday, January 12–Horizon Middle School at 6:00 p.m.
 Tuesday, January 18–North Pines Middle School at 6:00 p.m.
 Wednesday, January 19–Bowdish Middle School at 6:30 p.m.
 Friday, January 21–Evergreen Middle School at 6:00 p.m.

Participants will hear about the facilities planning process, details about the construction bond and will have the oppor-
tunity to ask questions. For more information about the construction bond, visitwww.cvsd.orgor call 228-5405.

Central Valley Construction Bond Initiative….cont.

Spokane Valley Focuses on Character Education         CVSD.org

Valley residents, businesses, civic groups, schools and faith-based organizations have joined forces to increase
awareness of the importance of good character.  The grassroots Spokane Valley initiative called Partners Advancing

Character Education (PACE) launched at the beginning of the new school year.

All four Spokane Valley school districts (Central Valley, East Valley, West Valley and Freeman) now promote character
education at all grade levels from a uniform list of monthly character traits. Residents, businesses, public agencies, faith-
based organizations and community service groups also work from this same list to support each trait and add impact to
the importance of good character.

The 12 monthly character traits and definitions are a result of research, school district input, community surveys and com-
mittee meetings. The traits are ordered from September to August as follows:respect, responsibility, citizenship, car-
ing, fairness, honesty, diligence, trustworthiness, courage, integrity, generosityandgratitude.

“The idea is to get all segments of the Spokane Valley community working together in a cooperative effort to build good
character and remind all of us to display good character,” said Ben Small, Central Valley School District superintendent
and PACE President.  Community members have been eager to support the program and its message, and we are all ex-
cited to see the effect of this Valley effort as the increased focus on character education begins to positively influence our
youth.

For more information about PACE and getting involved, visitwww.pacecommunity.org.

January trait of the month is:Fairness; Treating people and ideas with justice and impartiality
February trait of the month is:Honesty; Sincerity and Reverence or love for the truth
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2011 Father-Daughter Sweetheart’s Dance
Date:Friday, February 4, 2011
Time:7:00-9:00 pm
Location:Central Valley High School

821 S. Sullivan Rd
Advanced Ticket Price:$20.00 per Couple*good through 1/28.

Add’l admission, $5 eaAfter 1/28 $13.00 per person

Contact Information:Suzy Orth, 216-9697
orthsix@msn.com

*PRICEINCLUDES (2) 5x7 photographs!


